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CHARIOTS, TENT PEGS, AND THE 

SUPRISING SUPREMACY OF GOD 
Judges 4:1-24 

N.D. Wilson 

 

[Introduction] 

 

Literary parallel to last week’s story 

• Sneaky assassination  

o Major military victory 

o Major military victory 

• Sneaky assassination  

 

[Today’s charge from Judges 4:  live boldly for the surprising live boldly for the surprising live boldly for the surprising live boldly for the surprising 

supremacy of God.supremacy of God.supremacy of God.supremacy of God.]]]] 

 

World’s wisdom to live boldly (for the supremacy of self) vs. living 

boldly for the supremacy of God 

  

Surprising supremacy of GodSurprising supremacy of GodSurprising supremacy of GodSurprising supremacy of God    

1. Surprising not that God is supreme, but HOW he’s supreme 

2. HOW God is supreme in Judges 4 

a. [God is supreme over political regimes]  

i. Selling of Israel into the hands of Jabin 

1. Israel sins (goes after new gods; 

5:8)…again; and again the cycle 

continues 

2. A foreign king oppresses them 

ii. Deborah’s position, capability, and submission 

1. Position is God-appointed (prophetess 

& judge) 

2. Capability: “sons of Israel came up to her 

for judgment”  

a. Decided cases for them  

b. Calls out Barak (2x) 

c. Most admirable of the Judges 

3. Submission: 

a. Unlike other judges in the book, 

Deborah did not deliver Israel 

from their enemies, but she was 

a figure of authority1 

b. Recognizes it was Barak’s role to 

deliver and empowers him to do 

so 

b. [God is supreme over human weakness] 

i. Barak’s timidity  

1. “Go and march… I will draw out… I will 

give him into your hand” (7) 

2. Response: “If you go… if you do not 

go…” 

a. At best he’s timidly believing he 

needs more help 

b. At worst, he’s a disobedient 

coward 

c. In either case: he conditions his 

obedience to God 

3. God promises the unexpected: “The 

LORD will sell Sisera into the hands of a 

woman” (Deborah? – No!) 

a. God’s calling card 

b. [ring-tone illustration] 

ii. Plan to give glory to a woman 

1. Not the expected woman, Deborah 

2. Jael – a tent-dwelling Kenite 

c. [God is supreme over family dynamics] 

                                                      
1 Daniel Block, Judges, Ruth, TNAC, 194. 
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i. Geographical location of a rouge family of 

Kenites 

1. They left to inhabit the enemy’s territory 

(11) 

2. Why this family? When? Under what 

circumstances? These questions aren’t 

answered, but they’re not the point is 

God wanted them there for a purpose. 

ii. Peace between Kenites and Jabin 

1. Kenite family should have been loyal to 

Israel (see Num. 10:29-32 -     [READ])[READ])[READ])[READ]) 

2. Instead, there was ‘peace’ between the 

enemy of Israel and this Kenite family 

d. [God is supreme over military strategy] 

i. Sisera’s initiating military battle  

1. “I will draw out to you Sisera” (7) 

2. “Sisera called together all his chariots” 

(13) 

ii. Battle’s proximity to the Kishon river 

1. Best flat area for chariots happened to 

meet and do battle at the river 

e. [God is supreme over nature and weather] 

i. Overflowing of river during the battle  

1. “The LORD routed Sisera” (15) 

2. “When you went out… even the clouds 

dripped water” (5:4) 

3. “The torrent of the Kishon swept them 

away” (5:21) 

f. [God is supreme over the hearts of all peoples] 

i. Jael’s loyalty to Israel 

1. She knew Sisera, Barak, and the battle 

that had taken place 

2. Despite the peace between he parties, 

she was loyal to Israel and by extension, 

Israel’s God. Who would have thought?? 

ii. Success of Jael’s deceptive tactics 

1. Invitation: “turn aside” 

2. Accommodations: rug + milk 

3. Lethal act: random tent peg + 

sneakiness 

g. [God is supreme over the salvation of his people] 

i. Success of Israel against Jabin 

1. “So God subdued on that day Jabin the 

king of Caanan” (24) 

2. “The hand of the sons of Israel pressed 

harder… until they had destroyed Jabin 

the king of Caanan”  

 

Why? 

• Underscore his supremacy 

• Shame the wise 

 
27 But 

n
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 

o
God 

chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;  
28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even 

p
things that    

are not, to 
q
bring to nothing things that are,  

29 so 
r
that no human being

4
 might boast in the presence of God. 

 

So what? How does this impact my life? Do I just sit back and do 

nothing since he’ll just be supreme anyway? 

                                                      
n James 2:5 
o Ps. 8:2 
p Rom. 4:17 
q ch. 2:6; [Job 34:19, 24] 
r Eph. 2:9; [Judg. 7:2] 
4 Greek no flesh 
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Live boldlyLive boldlyLive boldlyLive boldly    

    

[3 ways to live boldly for the supremacy of God]:[3 ways to live boldly for the supremacy of God]:[3 ways to live boldly for the supremacy of God]:[3 ways to live boldly for the supremacy of God]:    

1. [Be loyal to God alone] 

a. Where do your loyalties lie this morning? 

b. Do they change when your circumstances do? 

c. Are you like fickle Israel or steadfast Jael? 

2. [Don’t condition your obedience] 

a. If God commands you, do you obey without hesitation?  

b. Is your obedience conditional? 

i. “I know I shouldn’t be doing X, but I will unless 

you…” 

ii. “I know you are calling me to do X, but I won’t 

unless you…” 

3. [Trust in God’s promises] 

a. [READ] 12-14. 

i. Barak does redeem himself here – with a little 

nudge from Deborah, though 

ii. Leaves his safe vantage point and goes to low, 

flat land where chariots awaited. 

iii. Trusting in God’s promise => obedience => 

miraculous provision 

b. God doesn’t promise military victory on the battlefield 

today. He doesn’t promise a 4.0 gpa, gainful 

employment, worldly renoun, trouble-free marriages, or 

loads of cash 

c. He HAS promised us 

i. Forgiveness of sins (Jer. 31:34) 

ii. The indwelling of the Sprit of God (Eph. 1:13) 

iii. The completion of the good work he started in 

us (Phil. 1:6) 

iv. Access to the Father 

v. A perfect advocate and intercessor  

vi. A community of fellow saints 

vii. An eternal inheritance 

viii. A heavenly citizenship 

ix. A sharing in the sufferings of Christ 

x. Victory over sin 

xi. Transcendent peace 

xii. Joy in all circumstances 

xiii. And everything we need to make much of Him 

so that even death is gain 

d. Everything we NEED for life are found in these things. 

Do you believe that? Are these promises enough for 

you today? 

 

Summary and Summary and Summary and Summary and Communion TransitionCommunion TransitionCommunion TransitionCommunion Transition  

1. God is supreme over (even in surprising ways) 

a. Political regimes 

b. Human weakness 

c. Family alliances 

d. Weather 

e. Hearts of all peoples 

f. Salvation of His people 

2. In response, we live boldly 

3. God’s surprising supremacy for the salvation of his people in 

Jesus Christ 

a. Eglon was pierced through for his sins 

b. Sisera was pierced through for his sins 

c. Jesus was pierced through for OUR sins 
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CommunionCommunionCommunionCommunion 

1. Invite the ushers up to distribute elements 

2. Explanation of communion practice 

3. Invitation for reflection 

4. Distribute bread 

5. Read: 

23 For 
a
I received from the Lord that which I also 

delivered to you, that 
b
the Lord Jesus in the night in 

which He was betrayed took bread; 

24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, 

“This is My body, which is for you; do this in 

remembrance of Me.”2 

 

6. Prayer 

7. Repeat 3-5 for wine 

8. Read: 

25 In the same way He took 
a
the cup also after supper, 

saying, “This cup is the 
b
new covenant in My blood; do this, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death 
a
until He comes.3 

 

 

                                                      
a 1 Cor 15:3; Gal 1:12; Col 3:24 
b 1 Cor 11:23–25: Matt 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:17–20; 1 

Cor 10:16 
2 New American Standard Bible: 1995 Update (LaHabra, CA: The 

Lockman Foundation, 1995), 1 Co 11:23–24. 
a 1 Cor 10:16 
b Ex 24:6–8; Luke 22:20; 2 Cor 3:6 
a John 21:22; 1 Cor 4:5 
3 New American Standard Bible: 1995 Update (LaHabra, CA: The 

Lockman Foundation, 1995), 1 Co 11:25–26. 


